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FORUM ON FOREST HEALTH AND ECONOMICS COMES TO MISSOULA
MISSOULA A live, in-depth community forum on logging vs. healthy forests will be held
Wednesday, March 7, at Missoula’s Boone and Crockett Club.
The free, public event, “Can We Have Healthy Forests and Log Them Too?” will
begin at 7 p.m. It will feature four forest professionals who will give their viewpoints, take
questions and listen to comments from the audience. Brian Kahn, host of the weekly National
Public Radio public affairs program “Home Ground: Changes and Choices in the American
W est,” will moderate the forum.
KUFM, the Montana Public Radio station at The University of Montana, will air the
program to its listening area at 1 p.m. on Sunday, March 11. KEMC in Billings will broadcast
the forum live throughout central and eastern Montana and parts of Wyoming.
Questions the panelists will explore include: Should we have any logging on public
lands? What is a healthy forest? Do political power or corporate pressures undercut good
forestry practices and logging? Is public forest management being paralyzed by environmental
lawsuits?
“The environmental and social issues surrounding forest management in the Rocky
-more-
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Mountain West are among the most contentious contemporary issues in the northern Rockies,”
Kahn said. “ Political polarization is exacerbated by misinformation and a lack of in-depth
discussion. Our goal is to provide a thought-provoking, substantive discussion of this poorly
understood and volatile issue.”
Speakers will be:
■ Kathy McAllister, deputy regional forester for resources for Region 1 of the U.S.
Forest Service. She oversees programs for forests, fisheries, wildlife, wilderness and
recreation on 25 million acres of public timberlands.
■ Forestry Research Associate Professor Carl Fiedler, who teaches silviculture and
ecology at UM. His courses emphasize the application of ecological principles to forest
management.
■ Patrick Heffernan, a native of Great Britain and staff forester of the Montana Logging
Association. Heffernan helped establish the accredited logging professionals program, which
includes training in best management practices and forest stewardship.
■ Steve Thompson, Rocky Mountain coordinator for the Forest Stewardship Council
and former member of the Montana Wilderness Association staff. He has played a key role in
developing environmental standards for management of western forests.
The Boone and Crockett Club is in the Milwaukee Station, located next to the Clark
Fork River and Higgins Avenue. Seating for the forum is limited, so participants are
encouraged to arrive early. Call 327-1596 for more information.
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